
Coal and land owners -  
 

The Fletcher 
family  
of  
Brigham Hill 
 
In contrast to many families in Brigham, the 
family of William Fletcher, lived in very 
comfortable surroundings in the second half 
of the 19th century at a mansion called 
Brigham Hill. 



Head of the household throughout the late 19th 
century was William Fletcher. 
 
We see him on the 1841 census (above) for Brigham as a 
10 year old boy, living with parents John and Mary, 
and younger siblings Ann and Henry. 
 

The Victorian census returns record 
the Fletcher family, who had made 
their wealth from owning coal and 
land. 
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Although William and Caroline had a growing 
family, the baptism registers from Brigham only 
record some of these.   
 
Perhaps the older children were baptised nearer 
Caroline’s home in Middlesex? 
 
In the 1870s, Brigham’s baptism registers record 
the christenings of three of their baby girls: 

24 Jan 1875 - Caroline Winifred (service conducted by J 
Wordsworth Jr) 

24 Feb 1878 - Esther Helen   

13 Nov 1876 - Frances Muriel  
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