
The Wordsworths and 
Brigham church 

 
John Wordsworth (1803-1875), son of poet 
William Wordsworth, was rector of Brigham 
Church for over 30 years, from 1832-1875. 
 
There was another connection to this church.  
One of his sons, John (1837-1927), followed 
him into the clergy and for a short period 
also served in Brigham. 
 
Know as John Wordsworth Junior, John spent 
the early years of his marriage in Brigham, and 
the registers record the ups and downs of life 
as he established a young family in Victorian 
Cumbria with wife Rose. 



Baptisms 
 
John and Rose Wordsworth were blessed 
with a number of children in their time in 
Brigham, before John moved on to the parish 
of Gosforth in the west of the county. 
 
The church’s baptism registers record the 
happy events. 



1872 
April 7th 

 
Mary Wordsworth daughter of John and Rose Geraldine 

Wordsworth (Junior), [of] Brigham Vicarage, [father’s 
occupation] Clerk, [baptised by] James Taylor Curate 

!  

1872 Mary Wordsworth 



1873 John Stanley Curwen 
Wordsworth - family names often yield clues 
as to family connections.   This baby’s grandmother 
was Isabella Curwen, formerly of Workington Hall. 

!  



1874 William Wordsworth  - 
many babies are named after forebears.   

In this instance, young William had a very 
famous great-grandfather, although the poet 

had died 24 years earlier.  

!  



1874 - death of eldest child Isabella. 
Childhood mortality was much higher in Victorian England. 

!  
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